
 

 
Power   of   Attorney   Checklist  

 
This   document   outlines   some   of   the   important   considerations   that   you   will   need   to   make   when   planning  
for   your   Power   of   Attorney   for   Healthcare   and   Durable   Power   of   Attorney   for   Property   and   Financial  
Matters.   You   should   consult   an   attorney   if   there   are   any   questions   or   concerns   while   planning   for   the  
creation   of   your   documents.  
 

POWER   OF   ATTORNEY   FOR   HEALTHCARE  
 

The   Power   of   Attorney   for   Healthcare   will   designate   who   will   make   healthcare   decisions   for   you   in   the  
event   you   are   unable   to.   It   may   also   designate   your   wishes   for   items   such   as   organ   donation   and   your  
preferences   regarding   life-sustaining   measures.  
 
___   Consider   carefully   who   you   will   want   to   make   healthcare   decisions   for   you   in   the   event   you   are  
unable   to   make   these   types   of   decisions.   Also,   you   may   wish   to   designate   one   or   more   successor   agents  
who   will   make   decisions   for   you   in   the   event   that   your   first   choice   is   unable   to   for   some   reason.   Give   this  
selection   careful   thought   as   this   person   may   be   asked   to   make   significant   healthcare   decisions   for   you   on  
items   such   as   surgery,   therapies,   level   of   care,   medication,   and   life   sustaining   measures.   
 
___   Consider   when   you   would   like   the   powers   to   go   into   effect.   For   example,   immediately,   or   only   upon  
your   being   deemed   unable   to   make   decisions   for   yourself   by   your   physician.  
 
___   Although   you   may   elect   that   your   healthcare   power   of   attorney   only   becomes   effective   upon   your  
incapacity,   you   should   consider   whether   or   not   you   wish   for   someone   to   have   access   to   your   medical  
records   immediately.   
 
___   The   healthcare   power   of   attorney   is   usually   very   broad   in   the   powers   that   are   given   to   your   agent(s).  
Consider   if   there   are   any   limitations   you   wish   to   put   on   the   agent’s   decision   making   powers,   or   preferences   you  
may   wish   to   document.  
 
___   You   should   consider   what   are   your   wishes   for   organ   donation.  
 
___   You   should   consider   your   preferences   for   the   use   of   life   sustaining   measures   such   as   feeding   tubes,  
respirators,   etc.   that   could   come   into   play   in   the   situation   when   the   prospect   of   survival   or   your   returning  
to   a   reasonable   quality   of   life   is   remote.  
 

 
 

This   document   is   intended   for   general   planning   purposes   only   and   is   not   intended   to   serve   as   legal   advice   in   any   way.   By   downloading  
and/or   using   this   document   you   understand   that   this   document   is   not   providing   legal   advice   in   any   manner.  

 



 
 
 

DURABLE   POWER   OF   ATTORNEY   FOR   PROPERTY   AND   FINANCIAL   MATTERS  
 
The   Durable   Power   of   Attorney   for   Property   /   Financial   will   designate   who   will   make   property   and  
financial   decisions   for   you   in   the   event   you   are   unable   to.   
 
___    Before   granting   power   of   attorney,   educate   yourself   to   ensure   you   fully   understand   the   implications  
of   this   type   of   legal   document.     You   should   only   execute   a   power   of   attorney    after    you   have   a   thorough  
understanding   of   the   types   of   actions   your   agent   will   be   authorized   to   take   and   when   the   powers   may   be  
used.  
 
___    Consider   carefully   who   you   will   want   to   make   property   and   financial   decisions   for   you   in   the   event  
you   are   unable   to   make   these   types   of   decisions.   Also,   you   may   wish   to   designate   one   or   more   successor  
agents   who   will   make   decisions   for   you   in   the   event   that   your   first   choice   is   unable   to   for   some   reason.  
Give   this   selection   careful   thought   as   this   person   will   be   given   broad   and   large   powers   to   make  
significant   financial   decisions   regarding   your   property,   bank   accounts,   investments,   etc.    The   person   you  
choose   may   have   legal   control   over   your   money   and   property,   including   your   house,   other   real   estate,  
bank   accounts,   investments,   retirement   accounts,   insurance   policies,   business   income   or   compensation,  
social   security   and   other   government   benefits,   vehicles,   jewelry   and   other   personal   property,   and   your  
other   assets.   Your   agent   will   also   be   authorized   to   file   your   tax   returns   and   enter   transactions   on   your  
behalf   regarding   your   mortgage,   credit   cards,   and   other   debts.  
 
___   Consider   when   you   would   like   the   powers   to   go   into   effect.   For   example,   immediately,   or   only   upon  
your   being   deemed   unable   to   make   decisions   for   yourself   by   your   physician.  
 
___   The   durable   power   of   attorney   for   property   /   financial   is   usually   very   broad   in   the   powers   that   are  
given   to   your   agent(s).   Consider   if   there   are   any   limitations   you   wish   to   put   on   the   agent’s   decision  
making   powers,   or   preferences   you   may   wish   to   document.  
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This   document   is   intended   for   general   planning   purposes   only   and   is   not   intended   to   serve   as   legal   advice   in   any   way.   By   downloading  
and/or   using   this   document   you   understand   that   this   document   is   not   providing   legal   advice   in   any   manner.  

 


